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very little) of German literature not a word* The dif-
ference between him and Mill could scarcely be more
marked.

A further difference in their manner of going to work
is of great interest. When George Eliot asked Spencer
how it was that he had no wrinkles on his forehead, as
might be expected in one who had thought deeply, he
replied that it was because he was never puzzled. His
inactive disposition recoiled from the notion of wrestling
with a problem in an attempt to solve it. Whenever he
was confronted with a problem whose solution was not
obvious to him he would push it aside, and abandon all
conscious effort to solve it. But the matter would not
usually be entirely lost sight of ; it would stick in the back
of his mind, and by-and-by, very likely while thinking of
something else, a little inward flash would occur, rendering
the solution somewhat less obscure than it was before.
With the lapse of time other flashes would follow; and
after several years, maybe, the solution of that problem
would be set forth with the marvellous lucidity that
Spencer commanded, as an integral portion of his system
of philosophy. This is what we describe as true genius ;
no puzzling, no conscious effort, no weary drudgery or
labour, nothing that education can ever supply ; simply a
succession of sudden inward flashes illuminating the whole
of the darkened field.

How does this method compare with the method of
John Stuart Mill ? The contrast is indeed great. Mill
describes how he acquired " the mental habit to which
I attribute all that I have ever done, or ever shall
do, in speculation ; that of never abandoning a puzzle,
but again and again returning to it until it was cleared
up; never allowing obscure corners of a subject to
remain unexplored because they did not appear im-
portant ; never thinking that I perfectly understood any
part of a subject until I understood the whole." In
short, Mill's method was that of conscious and vehement
effort directed towards the end he had in view. He
solved his problems by laborious application and. study ;heorised, was plunged in
